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Food production problems in Africa are once ageamtf page news. African crop yields average oneltitiat of
the rest of the world’. As food shortages loom, [muinstitutions, developmental groups, and govezntragencies
are assessing technologies and policies that Iavpdtential to significantly increase food prodietn Africa.

One of the most serious threats to African fooddpation- the problem of weeds competing with crigset being
addressed in the ongoing assessments. And yeingdhe weed problem in Africa is critical if farnseare to attain
optimal yields and gain the full value of additibnae of fertilizer, irrigation and improved see@surrently,
African farmers lose 20-100% of their potentialgproduction due to uncontrolled weeds. The prirmaeghod of
weed control by smallholder farmers in Africa is\laveeding with short-handled tools. Weeding iskbagaking
work done primarily by women. Because of labor @rst shortage and other demands on farmers tinmenooigh
weeding is being done or is being done too laggréwent serious yield losses. Farmers are relutteagpply
fertilizer because weeds would be further stimualated even more hand weeding would be required.

In this presentation, Leonard Gianessi makes the fmx the use of herbicides by smallholder farnasra solution
for Africa’s weed control problems. Research hasaghthat, if smallholders used herbicides, handdivegtime
could be virtually eliminated. Farmers would haigngicant time availability to plant additionalaps, apply
fertilizers, and harvest more crops.

To schedule this 40-minute presentation, contg@nessi@croplifefoundation.o at 202-872-3865
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USDA's Economic Research ServigaVashington, DC, July 2008 USDA's Agricultural Research Service,
Syngenta Greensboro, North Carolina, August 2008 Beltsville, MD, September 2009
World Food Prize, Des Moines, lowa, October 2008 Association of Applied Biologists Conference
CropLife Africa Middle East, Tunis, Tunisia, October 2008 Harpenden, UK, October 2009

Makhteshim Agan., Raleigh, North Carolina, November 2008U.S. Department of StateWashington, DC, November 2009
Howard University, Washington, DC, November 2008 Congressional Hunger CenterWashington, DC, December 2009

IFPRI, Washington, DC, February 2009 World Bank, Washington, DC, December 2009
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University of Missouri, Columbia, MO, April 2009 Northeastern Weed Science Societfgoston, MA, January 2010
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