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Food production problems in Africa are once again front page news. African crop yields average one-third that of 
the rest of the world’. As food shortages loom, public institutions, developmental groups, and government agencies 
are assessing technologies and policies that have the potential to significantly increase food production in Africa. 
 
One of the most serious threats to African food production- the problem of weeds competing with crops-is not being 
addressed in the ongoing assessments. And yet, solving the weed problem in Africa is critical if farmers are to attain 
optimal yields and gain the full value of additional use of fertilizer, irrigation and improved seeds. Currently, 
African farmers lose 20-100% of their potential crop production due to uncontrolled weeds. The primary method of 
weed control by smallholder farmers in Africa is hand weeding with short-handled tools. Weeding is backbreaking 
work done primarily by women. Because of labor cost and shortage and other demands on farmers time, not enough 
weeding is being done or is being done too late to prevent serious yield losses. Farmers are reluctant to apply 
fertilizer because weeds would be further stimulated and even more hand weeding would be required.  
 
In this presentation, Leonard Gianessi makes the case for the use of herbicides by smallholder farmers as a solution 
for Africa’s weed control problems. Research has shown that, if smallholders used herbicides, hand weeding time 
could be virtually eliminated. Farmers would have significant time availability to plant additional crops, apply 
fertilizers, and harvest more crops.  

  
To schedule this 40-minute presentation, contact: lgianessi@croplifefoundation.org or at 202-872-3865 
 
Leonard has already given this presentation at these conferences and organizations: 

Monsanto, St. Louis, Missouri, January 2008 
International Weed Science Society, Vancouver, Canada, June 2008 

USDA’s Economic Research Service, Washington, DC, July 2008 
Syngenta, Greensboro, North Carolina, August 2008 
World Food Prize, Des Moines, Iowa, October 2008 

CropLife Africa Middle East , Tunis, Tunisia, October 2008 
Makhteshim Agan., Raleigh, North Carolina, November 2008 

Howard University, Washington, DC, November 2008 
IFPRI , Washington, DC, February 2009 
        Griffiths Leadership Society for Women, 

University of Missouri, Columbia, MO, April 2009 
USAID, Washington, DC, April 2009 

            CNFA, Inc. Washington, DC, May 2009 
Bayer CropScience, Monheim, Germany, June 2009 

Syngenta, Basel, Switzerland, June, 2009 
SGCI, Bern, Switzerland, June 2009 

USDA’s Agricultural Research Service,  
Beltsville, MD, September 2009 

Association of Applied Biologists Conference,  
Harpenden, UK, October 2009 

U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC, November 2009 
Congressional Hunger Center, Washington, DC, December 2009 

World Bank, Washington, DC, December 2009 
Press Conference, Washington, DC, December 2009 

Northeastern Weed Science Society, Boston, MA, January 2010 
USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture,  

Washington, DC, May 2010 


