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“To weed one hectare a woman
walks 10 kilometers in a
stooped position.”

Report Summary

Leonard Gianessi of the CropLife Foundation habk@neid a report that clearly identifies the weedfam on African
smallholder farms as the most serious impedimeimd®@asing crop production. Gianessi reviews dody years of
research in Africa that has consistently shown:

Handweeding is the primary method of weed contno$imallholder farms

Farmers have serious labor shortages early inethgos and required weedings are not done

Crop vyield losses due to poorly-controlled weedsrage about 30%

Many fields are not planted to crops because fasremot have enough labor for weeding

Farmers are reluctant to use fertilizer becausemeaeds will grow

90% of the weeding is done by women who spenddfdieir time weeding

Handweeding causes permanent spinal deformities

Herbicides control weeds with considerable lessirieelabor

Herbicides cost less than labor for handweedingrasdlt in higher crop yields

Herbicide use would free up labor for other purgogdanting more fields, applying fertilizer, attimg school

Based on this research summary, Gianessi has nuadditqtive estimates of the potential impactsdafion of herbicides
on smallholder African farms:

A reduction of 24 billion hoursf handweeding.
An increase of 40 million tonsf crop production.

It is believe that the estimate of potential cropduction increase is conservative since it doésaooount for the
planting of additional fields and the use of féz#k; both practices would increase as a resuiedbicide use and
further increase crop production
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